Loweswater Parish Council
Minutes of the meeting held on Thursday 1st November 2012 at Loweswater Village Hall

95.12 Present: Cllrs: Hayton, Coles, Meadley, Leck, Todd, Walker and Burridge.  
96.12 Apologies: There were no apologies.
97.12 Also in attendance: County Councillor Nicholson.
98.12 Declarations of Interest: There were no declarations of interest.
99.12 Minutes of previous meeting: 
The minutes of the meeting held on 6th September 2012 were accepted as a true and accurate record and councillors authorised the Chair to sign them.

100.12 Actions from previous meeting: 
The Clerk reported that the following actions had been undertaken:
85.12
Councillors had been booked onto the Parish Tour and four had attended.
85.12
The road closure details had been clarified.

86.12
All Declarations of Pecuniary Interest have now been completed.

ACTION: Clerk to forward D of PI forms to ABC

88.12
LDNPA informed of the views of the PC re: planning application.

89.12
Some of the issues raised with Cumbria Highways have been dealt with, others have 


not (see below).
91.12 MRWS letters sent to CCC Cabinet & ABC Executive members.

101.12        Chairman’s Announcements: 
Cllr. Hayton reported that he had attended the LDNPA Pow Wow at which there was a good turn-out. A wide variety of concerns were raised by parish councillors including the lack of feedback from the Planning Authority on planning decisions. As a result of the meeting an information pack will be put together and sent out to Parish Councils.
The LDNPA Parish Forum was held in Glennridding and amongst the topics discussed were the Adventure Capital project to encourage more young people to visit the Lake District, the MRWS process and the potential impact on the National Park and the ‘Whole Valley’ planning process.
The Council has received a notice of the first meetings of the Allerdale Joint Area Working Groups. Loweswater falls within the Cockermouth area, together with another twelve parishes, and the meeting is scheduled for Thursday 29th November. It was agreed that Cllrs Hayton and Coles would both attend the meeting.
102.12 The Draft Budget for 2013/14:
The Clerk presented councilors with a proposed draft budget for the financial year 13/14 and provided a comparison with the current year. The proposed budget included an increase in the salary scale point for the Clerk to SCP 19 and an increase in monthly hours from 10 to 11. The projected budget spend is £2,234 and it was suggested that the precept remain at £2,200.
The Clerk then explained to councillors that CALC are recommending that Parish Councils do not agree their budgets until the January meeting, once Central Government have set the local government settlement and the Borough Council have set their budgets. Councillors agreed to put the acceptance of the proposed budget on hold until the January meeting.
103.12 Council Finance: 
The Clerk reported that the balance as per the bank statement 15/10/12 for the main account was £2,435.70p, all payments having cleared through the account and the final payment of the precept having been received from ABC. The amount in the Business Money Manager account was £2,354.21p thus giving a total balance of £4,789.91p.
There were no payments to be made.
104.12 Planning Matters:

There were no planning applications to discuss.
105.12 Highways Matters: 
The following concerns were highlighted:
· There is a cast iron grid on Sosgill Road in Mockerkin that has been lifted by excessive water which appears to be coming from a nearby property. 
ACTION: Cllr. Walker is to talk to the owner.
· The last street-light heading out of Mockerkin towards Loweswater is out.

ACTION: Clerk to contact ABC.

· The waste bin that was requested has been positioned by the wrong public phone box:
ACTION: Clerk to contact ABC and request that it be placed in correct position.

· As reported previously there is a blocked drain at Beechcroft.

· There is flooding on the road at Rosewell/Cold Keld on the Thackthwaite.

· Litter has been dumped by the side of the road to Mockerkin from Loweswater.

ACTION: Clerk to inform ABC and Highways Hotline.
106.12 Report from the police: 
There was no parish specific report available. Councillors were not aware of any incidents in the parish in the last two months. 
107.12 Correspondence
The Clerk reported that he had received the following items of correspondence:

1. ABC In Touch magazine
2. LDNPA: Minerals consultation document: ACTION: Cllr. Coles to complete.
3. Electricity NW Parish Questionnaire: ACTION: Cllr. Walker to complete.
4. Connecting Cumbria update.
108.12 Melbreak Communities Update:

The draft emergency plan continues to be worked on and there is to be a coffee morning held in Loweswater Village Hall during November. 
109.12 
Date of next meeting:
Thursday 3rd January 2013 in Loweswater Village Hall at 7.30pm

Signed: ………………………………………………………………………………………         ……………………………....
Chairman
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