Loweswater Parish Council
Minutes of the meeting held on Thursday 3rd July 2014 at Loweswater Village Hall
53.14 
Present: Cllrs: Coles, Leck, Mitchell, Meadley, Todd & Hayton. 
54.14 
Apologies: Cllr Walker.

Cllr. Coles, the Chair for the meeting, welcomed everyone to the meeting.
55.14           Declarations of Interest: 
There were no Declarations of Interest.
56.14 
Minutes of previous meeting: 
The minutes of the May meeting were accepted as a true and accurate record by all the councillors present.
The Chair duly signed them.
57.14    
Public Participation:
Further concerns were raised about the condition of Mockerkin hall and in particular the roof of the adjacent barn which has had most of the tiles removed from the roof. This could lead to the structure becoming dangerous and place members of the public at risk.
ACTION: Clerk to contact Allerdale Borough Council on this matter.
58.14 
Clerk's Report:
The Clerk reported that after the May meeting he had undertaken the following actions:

46.14: Clerk to send out payments: Done.
47.14: Clerk to inform the LDNPA of the views of the council: Done.

49.14: Clerk to report issues highlighted to the Highways Hotline: Done
       The Clerk reported that the following correspondence had been received since the last meeting: 

	Correspondence
	For information
	For action

	CALC June and July/August Newsletters
	X
	

	BDO End of Audit Report
	X
	X

	LDNPA Allerdale Parishes Representative: Report
	X
	

	Letter from Gabriel Hodkins Webb (see below)
	X
	X


      59.14 
Chairman’s Announcements: 
Cllr. Coles highlighted the report received from Geoff Davies, the new Allerdale Parishes representative on the LDNPA, the role previously undertaken by Cllr. Hayton.
60.14 
Mockerkin Village Green:
Cllr. Mitchell reported that Mr. Michael Starkey from Mockerin was going to cut the village greens but had not done so yet. The horse that was being tethered on the greens was actually keeping down the grass quite well. If either of the Mockerkin councillors receive any complaints from local residents then the Council will look again at the issue.
ACTION: Cllrs. Walker & Mitchell to monitor the situation.

ACTION: Cllr. Meadley is to chase up the deeds for the village green.
61.14      Council Finance: 
The Clerk reported that the balance as per the bank statement 15/06/14 for the main account was £2,019.76p. The amount in the Business Money Manager Account was £2,357.52p thus giving a total balance of £4,377.28p.
There were three payments to be agreed at the July meeting:

Clerk's Salary Qtr 1:


£252.35p
HMRC PAYE Qtr 1:



£53.00p
Clerk's Expenses Qtr 1:


£35.00p
The above payments were agreed by councillors.
Taking all the above payments into account, the reconciled balance for the main account, as of   July 3rd 2014, is £1,679.41p, which together with the reserve account balance gives a total balance and a total balance of £4,036.93p
ACTION: Clerk to send out payments.
62.14 
Planning Matters:
There were no new planning applications to discuss:
An application had been dealt with by councillors between meetings:


Ref:  

7/2014/2248


Location:
Crabtree Beck, Loweswater, Cockermouth CA13 0RU


Proposal:
Conversion of a redundant barn to dwelling
The opinions of councillors were split on this application, some feeling that its location meant that there would be no impact on neighbours, some concerned about a proposed large array of windows that could cause problems for passing drivers, and this was reflected in the response sent to the LDNPA by Cllr. Coles.
63.14 
Report from the Police:
PCSO Sarah Brown had submitted her apologies as she was not on shift at the time of the meeting. The report she supplied stated that there had been no incidents in the Parish since the May meeting. being invited to the meeting. 
64.14 
Highways Matters: 
The Clerk refered councillors to the letter received from Gabriel Hodkins Webb in which he drew the attention of Parish Councillors to the many pot holes along the length of the Thackthwaite Road.

Cllr. Coles reported that the three pot holes on the Netherclose Road raised at the last meeting had still not been dealt with. Other items raised included a blocked gully by The Grange, a pot hole at the bottom of Fangs Brow, the breaking away of the edges of the road on Fangs Brow and a collapsed drain on the Pardshaw Road.

Cllr. Leck raised the issue of the Mosser Road, U2195. On a number of occasions she has had to help pull out vehicles who have taken the road, despite the unsuitable for motor vehicles signs, and become stuck. It was felt that the best solution to this issue would be the erection of posts at either end of the worst section of the road and place a locked chain across the road between the posts. Local farmers would require keys for the locks so that they could get through but members of the public would be unable to get through.
ACTION: Clerk and councillors to contact Highways Hotline, 0845 609 6609, and inform Cumbria Highways of the above issues.

ACTION: Clerk to send copy of letter to Cumbria Highways and respond to Gabriel.

ACTION: Clerk to write to Cumbria Highways and suggest the above solution to the Mosser Road problem.
65.14 
New Financial Regulations: 
The Clerk highlighted two issues within the new NALC Financial Regulations. The first of these was the requirement on the Internal Auditor to produce regular reports for the Council. It was agreed that one report per year would suffice and that the Clerk would work with Mr. Wallmsley, the internal auditor for the Council, on this. The second issue was the recommendation that a councillor be given an oversight role with regard to the finances of the council. Cllr. Coles agreed that he would take on this role.
Cllr. Mitchell proposed that the Council adopt the new Financial Regulations. Cllr. Meadley seconded this proposal and all councillors present agreed to the adoption.
66.14           Melbreak Communities Update:
The AGM of Melbreak Communities had recently been held at which there was a reasonable turn-out. Penny Poole has now stepped down as Co-ordinator and has not been replaced. The Emergency Plan telephone tree now covers 80% of the valley and will hope to cover 100% before publication.
67.14  
Date of next meeting:
Thursday 4th September 2014 in Loweswater Village Hall at 8.00pm 

Signed: ………………………………………………………………………………………         ……………………………....

Chairman



Date
David Smith, Clerk to Loweswater Parish Council, Ivy Cottage, Blennerhasset, Wigton CA7 3QR
Tel: 016973 23296 Mob: 07742 224775  Email: davidsmith@tinyworld.co.uk
