Loweswater Parish Council
Annual Parish Meeting
Minutes of the meeting held on Thursday 2nd May 2012 at Loweswater Village Hall

32.13 Present: Cllrs: Hayton, Coles, Meadley & Mitchell.
33.13 Apologies: Cllrs. Walker, Todd, Leck and County Councillor Nicholson. 
The Chair welcomed Kathryn Mitchell to her first meeting and thanked her for volunteering to become a Parish Councillor.
34.13 Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting 2012: 

The minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on May 3rd 2012 were read, approved and 
signed by the Chair.
35.13 Election of Chairman: 
Cllr. Coles proposed Cllr. Hayton for the position of Chair. This proposal was seconded by Cllr. Meadley and was unanimously supported by all those present.
36.13 Election of Vice Chair: 
Cllr. Hayton proposed Cllr. Coles for the position of Vice Chair. This proposal was seconded by 
Cllr. Mitchell and supported unanimously by all those present.
37.13 Chairman’s Report: 
Cllr. Hayton read out the Chairman’s Report:
I would like to record my regret that Audrey Burridge had to tender her resignation due to ill health. Audrey has given many years of valuable support and has been a real asset to the Council. She will be sorely missed. However, I am pleased to welcome Kathryn Mitchell from Mockerkin in her place and hope she will bring some fresh ideas to our meetings.

I am sure that i speak for all of us when i say that MRWS is now dead in the water. The whole episode was ill conceived and in appropriate for the National park. However, a solution will have to be found for the waste material somewhere at some time.

Last year I mentioned the Localism Act and how I hoped it would make some difference to how we as a council would work in the future. I am afraid to say little has been heard on that score lately but perhaps after the elections it may find its way up the agenda.

One recurring problem is our roads which are getting worse all the time from lack of maintenance. Money will have to be found soon otherwise water, frost and constant wear will see a complete breakdown in the road system. We as a Council will keep badgering away at the County representative to see that conditions do not deteriorate further. Whilst on the subject of roads we held the public meeting with CCC and Sustrans. It was, I am sorry to say, something of a stitch up in that the decision had been made beforehand to leave the route as before, i.e. on the Thackthwaite Road. So much for consultation.

I have attended two LDNPA Parish Forum events. The first last Autumn was at Stavely at the offices of Cumbria Tourism and the second at Torver, near Coniston, last Monday gone. Also I have attended two joint Allerdale Parish events where we discussed various topics, one of which was road maintenance, not that there were any solutions given. I have also attended several LDNPA Parish Tours which are always hugely enjoyable and informative.

I am also very sorry to have to report that we are to lose our County Councillor, Eric Nicholson, after only two years. He has given us much valuable help which has been much appreciated. We wish him well in the future and note that he is still our borough council representative.
Finally, my thanks to Dave Smith, our Clerk, who has kept us on the straight and narrow and produced such good financial reports. I would also like to thank the Members for their continuing help and support.

38.13 The End of Year Accounts:

The Clerk presented the End of Year Accounts (see attached) and talked those present through 
the figures. Total income during the year was £2,323.60p. Total expenditure was £2,751.39p. 
Together with the balance brought forward from the previous financial year, the balance of the 
Parish Council account on March 31st 2013 was £1,038.07p. In the Business Money Manager 
Account there was £2,355.06p giving a total balance of £3,393.13p. The figures had been 
checked and agreed by Mr. D. Walmsley, the internal auditor. There were no questions from 
those present. The End of Year accounts were formally agreed by the councillors present,  
together with the annual governance statement contained within the external audit form as 
completed by the Chair and the Clerk.


It was agreed that a letter of thanks should be sent to Mr. Walmsley on behalf of the council.


The meeting ended at 8.15pm.

Signed: ………………………………………………………………………………………         ……………………………...............
Chairman
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