Loweswater Parish Council
Minutes of the meeting held on Thursday 5th January 2012 at Loweswater Village Hall

1. Present: Cllrs: Hayton, Coles, Burridge, Meadley, Leck, Walker and Todd. 

2. In attendance: County & Borough Cllr. Eric Nicholson, David Bell (CCC), David Blaylock (Hub Co-ordinator- Broadband Project and five members of the public.
3. Declarations of Interest: There were no declarations of interest.
4. The C2C Route: David Bell: Traffic Management Officer for Cumbria County Council
DB introduced himself and provided the meeting with some context regarding the development of the C2C route. Initiated in the mid 1990’s the original route was chosen to try and ensure that an average eleven year old cyclist would be safe and that there was scenic variety. Numbers undertaking the route have increased year on year by 5% until now when there are 15,000 cyclists making the journey. It is estimated that these individuals bring in £9.5m to the local economy along the route with B&B’s being the main beneficiaries. The main months of use are April to October with most cyclists travelling west to east. Thursdays and Fridays are the busiest days for those starting at Whitehaven and consequently those travelling through the Loweswater parish which is usually completed within the first day. It is not unusual for 200 cyclists to be setting off from Whitehaven on a busy day. Initially, the route is along dedicated cycle tracks and it is only at Kirkland where cyclists follow the public highway. When cyclists enter Loweswater Parish they have completed 17 miles and are still fresh. The decent of Fangs Brow is the first downhill section and it is thought that this may well be the reason for many cyclists riding too fast and without due consideration for other road users on this section. DB showed the meeting the route map produced by Sustrans and highlighted the Code of Practice that Sustrans encourage all C2C users to follow. Nikki Wingfield from Sustrans has informed DB that they arrange litter-picks along the route after bank holidays and have had complaints from people regarding the re-routing of the C2C over the last two years, i.e. along the main road.

Comments and concerns from councillors and the public included:

· Loweswater Parish is too near to start of the route for B&B’s etc to benefit in any meaningful way from users of the route.

· Cyclists have no insurance which means that the cost of damage to cars caused by cyclists has to be met by the motorist. This is a regular occurrence but is unreported.
· There are far too many C2C signs, we need less not more.
· Cyclists are arriving in the valley earlier and earlier as the number of people trying to complete the route in a single day increases.
· Local people are being put bat risk by cyclists riding without due care and consideration.

· The Thackthwaite road is too narrow and has poor line of sight when compared to the main Loweswater to Lorton road (B5289).
· Support vehicles are nearly as wide as the Thackthwaite road.

· There is a lack of overtaking oppertunities on the Thackthwaite road as compared to the main road.

· There are 48 dwellings along the Thackthwaite road , more than twice as many as there are along the route of the main road.

In conclusion DB suggested that the best way forward was for there to be a safety audit on both the Thackthwaite and main roads and that the PC should write to Jonathan Smith, the Highways & Transport Manager for CCC requesting such an audit.
The results of the survey would be used as the basis of a report which would go to the Allerdale Local Committee of CCC, the group that would ultimately decide whether or not to re-route the C2C along the main road.

Sustrans intend to publish a new map of the route at the end of 2012 so any changes would need to be in place before the map goes to the printers.

ACTION: Clerk to write to Jonathan Smith, CCC, requesting a Safety audit along the two alternative C2C routes between Loweswater and Lorton. Copies to be sent to Blindbothel PC, Lorton PC and Sustrans.
5. Public Participation:
David Blaylock, from Greysouthern PC, informed the meeting that he had been appointed as the Hub Co-ordinator for the Superfast Broadband Initiative covering the Cockermouth Locality. He gave the meeting an update on the CCC led project and was informed that Leslie Webb was the Broadband Champion for Loweswater PC.
The web address for the Superfast broadband Initiative is www.connectingcumbria.org.uk
ACTION: Clerk to pass on contact details for Leslie Webb to David Blaylock.

6. Minutes of previous meeting: 
The minutes of the meeting held on 3rd November 2011 were accepted as a true and accurate record and councillors authorised the Chair to sign them.

7. Actions from previous meeting: 
The Clerk reported that the following actions had been undertaken:
· Blocked drains between Mockerkin & Loweswater: Cumbria Highways have undertaken the work.
· Clerk has informed Mr. Quas of the change of mind of Loweswater PC re: TRO along B5289

· Leslie Webb has agreed to become the Broadband Champion

· Letter sent to David Bell (see above)

· All outstanding payments made

· Allerdale BC have been informed of precept

· Thackthwaite signs have been erected

· Letters sent to dean PC and Cumbria Highways.
8. Chairmans Announcements: 
Cllr. Hayton reminded councillors that the MRWS consultation came to an end on March 23rd and that this issue would be an agenda item at the March meeting. He requested that all councillors read through the documentation and watched the DVD.
9. Council Finance: 
The balance in the Community Account after receipts and payments identified below: £1,852.53p. The balance in the Business Account: £2,353.39p. Total balance: £4,205.92p.
Receipts: 
None in this period
Payments:
£56.00p to Loweswater Village Hall for room hire (12 months)







£296.28p to TW Airey for various works (inc. £49.38p VAT to be claimed back)



£50.00 donation to North West Air Ambulance (see below)

Councillors agreed that the above payments should be made.
Action: Clerk to send off the above payments
10. Planning Matters: 
There were no planning applications to discuss.
11. Report from the Community Police Officer: 
An electronic report was provided highlighting one incident during the past two months:

· November 19th: stolen goods found along road between Loweswater and Mockerkin. Member of public reported and persons responsible have been caught.
An online meeting will take place of January 10th at 6pm when Inspector Kelly and Sergeant  Scougal will answer questions from the public. Log on details are: www.cumbria.police.uk/allerdalerural
12. Highways Matters: 
The following items were discussed:

· Mosser Fell road: it was suggested that the road should be closed because of the dangerous state it was in. Cllr. Nicholson explained that the road could not be closed as it was used by local farmers.
Action: Cllr Nicholson to pass on the concerns of the council to Cumbria Highways.
· Cold Keld – Thackthwaite  road: concerns were expressed regarding the general state of the road and the drainage/culverts. It was felt that the Parish Lengthsman scheme provided a better service than is now on offer from Cumbria Highways.
Action: Cllr Nicholson to pass on these comments to Cumbria Highways.
· CCC have asked the council to update the Community Travel Plan
Action: Clerk to undertake this work and feedback to councillors prior to returning to CCC.
13. The Queen’s Diamond Jubilee: 
After some discussion on the various possibilities it was agreed that the council would contribute up to £500 towards the cost of a commemorative Diamond Jubilee stained glass window to be installed in the Church.
Action: Cllr Coles to liaise with Margaret Jenkinson from the Church.
14. Loweswater Signs:
Cllr Coles reported that a member of the public had asked why two of the arms from the finger post sign at NY147214 had been removed and would it be possible to get them reinstated.

Action: Clerk to contact Peter Marr (CCC) to see if he knows the reason and to ascertain the estimated cost of replacement.
15. Melbreak Communities update: 
Cllr. Hayton informed councillors that the Community Action Plan had now been published and was launched in December. 
ACTION: Clerk to pass the report on to councillors.

16. Correspondence: 
A letter has been received from North west Air Ambulance requesting a donation. It was agreed that a donation of £50 should be sent to the charity.
ACTION: Clerk to send off cheque.

17. Date of next meeting: 
Tuesday 6th March 2012 in Loweswater Village Hall at 7.30pm

Signed: ………………………………………………………………………………………         ……………………………
Chairman




Date
