Loweswater Parish Council
Minutes of the meeting held on Thursday 5th July 2012 at Loweswater Village Hall

62.12 Present: Cllrs: Hayton, Coles, Meadley, Leck, Walker and Burridge.  
63.12 Apologies: Cllr. Todd. 
64.12 Also in attendance: County Councillor Nicholson, PCSO Meunzberg and one member of 
the public. 
65.12 Declarations of Interest: There were no declarations of interest.
66.12 Minutes of previous meeting: 
The minutes of the meeting held on 3rd May 2012 were accepted as a true and accurate record and councillors authorised the Chair to sign them.

67.12 Actions from previous meeting: 
The Clerk reported that the following actions had been undertaken:
· ABC contacted re: waste bins. Helen Graham has said OK subject to agreement of NT.
· Highways Hotline informed. No action yet, see Highways Matters below.
· All payments agreed at last meeting sent off.
· Letter of thanks sent to Loweswater Village Hall caretakers.
· Cumbria Highways contacted and the missing fingerpost will be ordered in July.
68.12 Chairmans Announcements: 
Cllr. Hayton informed councillors that he had attended the LDNPA visit to Longsleddale where the group saw a community hydro scheme, a display of electric bikes, public toilets owned by the local Parish Council and a refurbished village hall.
The CALC Allerdale meeting highlighted the National Grid NW Connections project that will see power from the new nuclear power stations being transported from the west coast. No decisions have yet been made as to which route from Sellafield will be chosen.
69.12 Public Participation:
The issue of the re-routing of the C2C cycle route was raised by Mr. Head who was in attendance at the meeting. Further to the letter received from CCC suggesting a re-routing of the C2C route away from the Thackthwaite Road and onto the C2030, the B5289 and then onto the Hopebeck Road into Lorton village. Mr. Head explained that the Hopebeck Road was a very narrow road with poor lines of sight and unsuitable for large numbers of cyclists. In his view, the most sensible route would be for cyclists to stick to the B5289 into Lorton village and he urged councillors to suggest this route to the County Council.

After some discussion it was unanimously agreed to support the moving of the C2C route away from the Thackthwaite Road but to suggest to the County Council that the revised route should stick to the ‘main road’ between Loweswater and Lorton as the Hopebeck road was not suitable.

ACTION: Clerk to respond to CCC informing them of the views on the re-routing of the C2C.
70.12 Report from the Police:

PCSO Pippa Meunzberg introduced herself to the meeting as the new PCSO covering the area. She informed the meeting that there had been no incidents reported in the parish in the last couple of months. At present the local policing team were concentrating on preventing bike and garden machinery thefts. There was an online meeting scheduled with the Allerdale Rural Policing Team for September 5th.

Councillors reported their concerns regarding Mockerkin Hall and it was agreed to report these again to ABC.
ACTION: Clerk to inform ABC of deteriorating state of Mockerkin Hall.
71.12 Correspondence : 
1. CCC: Consultation on B5289 width restriction.

ACTION: Clerk to inform CCC of the opposition of the parish council to this restriction.
2. CCC: C2C cycle route proposed re-routing. See above.

3. CCC: Travel Strategy consultation.

ACTION: Clerk to respond with suggestion on Village Wheels being made available to visitors and the re-introduction of the Dial-a-Ride scheme.
4. Email from Cllr. Nicholson: there is to be a Joint Area Working Group set up by ABC. Cllr. Nicholson informed the meeting that there would be an invitation arriving shortly and he urged the council to send a representative.

5.  Email from CALC re: Revised Ethical Framework and Code of Conduct. Clerk to undergo training shortly and will be an agenda item at the next PC meeting. Clerk handed out the new Declaration of Pecuniary Interests form.

6. CALC Training Programme: Clerk unable to get on the CiLCA course in Workington as it did not run. Now signed up for course in Penrith in October. 

7. Letter from Aon Ltd confirming insurance cover for next 12 months.
8. Letter from Talisker Hodgkins-Webb re: play area in Loweswater

ACTION: Clerk to respond explaining the lack of suitable land in the parish.
9. Letter from Emily Mulkeen-Parker re: free parking in Cockermouth

ACTION: Clerk to respond explaining the ABC need for income.
10. CALC June Newsletter
72.12 Council Finance: 
The Clerk reported that Audit for the Year End 31/03/12 had now been completed and returned by BDO the external auditors. There were no issues to report and the fee to be paid was £60.00p.

The balance as per the bank statement 15/06/12 for the main account was £2,002.20p. The amount in the Business Money Manager account was £2,354.21p.

There were five payments to be made, these being:

· Repair to notice-board:

 
£32.00p
· External Audit fee:


£60.00p
· Clerk’s expenses Quarter 1:

£30.65p

· Clerk’s salary Quarter 1:


£220.00p

· HMRC PAYE Quarter 1:


£55.00p

This left a reconciled balance in the main account of £1,604.55p which, together with the £2,354.21p in the reserve account gave a total reconciled balance of £3,958.76p.
73.12 Planning Matters:

Since the last meeting there have been three planning applications received:
· 7/21012/2124 High Nook, Loweswater: roofing existing sheep pen
· 7/2012/2114 Watergate Barn, Loweswater: Garden room extension

· 2/2012/0327 Kilndale Farm, Mockerkin: outline application for erection of single detached dwelling
There were ‘No Objections’ to any of the above applications and the appropriate authorities have been informed.
74.12 Highways Matters: 
Cllr. Coles stated that the need for resurfacing, raised at the May meeting, of the minor 
roads: 
Kirkhead Farm to Kirkstile Inn and the road from the Kirkstile to Muncaster House and north to 
the cross roads at the main road south-west of Scale  Bridge had not been dealt with.
Other issues raised by councillors were:

· A sunken road drain by Damson pastures in Mockerkin

· A pothole on the C2030 by Thrush Bank

· A blocked drain by Beechcroft Farm

· Numerous potholes along the back road between Mockerkin and Lamplugh

ACTION: Cllr. Nicholson is to raise all the above issues with Cumbria Highways.
75.12 Scale Hill Bridge: 
Cllr. Coles informed the meeting that cars were being parked on Scale Hill Bridge on a regular 
basis, probably as a result of a recent rise in the cost of parking in the nearby NT car park. Cllr. 
Nicholson stated that this would be a police matter as any car parked on the bridge would be 
causing an obstruction.  
76.12 Nuclear Waste Repository:
Cllr. Coles informed the meeting of the outcome of a recent Mori poll regarding the siting of a nuclear waste repository in West Cumbria. He questioned the validity of the outcomes in light of the fact that over 80% of the 3,000 people interviewed by phone knew little or nothing about the repository project. Cllr. Nicholson suggested that Cllr. Coles attend the CCC meeting in Kendal in September to make his views known.
77.12 Melbreak Communities Update:

Cllr. Hayton informed the meeting that there would be a Melbreak Communities meeting held on the 19th July and the draft Emergency Plan would be discussed at this meeting.
78.12 
Date of next meeting:
Thursday 6th September 2012 in Loweswater Village Hall at 7.30pm

Signed: ………………………………………………………………………………………         ……………………………....
Chairman



Date
