Loweswater Parish Council
Minutes of the meeting held on Thursday 7th March 2013 at Loweswater Village Hall

17.13 Present: Cllrs: Hayton, Coles, Meadley and Todd, 
18.13 Apologies: Cllrs: Walker and Leck and County Councillor Nicholson.
19.13 Also in attendance: David Bell (CCC), Steph Davis-Johnston (CCC) and Nikki Wingfield 
(Sustrans).There were also fourteen members of the public in attendance.


The Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting.
20.13 Declarations of Interest: Cllr Hayton declared an interest in the Planning agenda item as 
a member of the LDNPA Planning Committee.
21.13 The Sea to Sea Cycle Route: 
The chair invited David Bell from Cumbria County Council to explain the recent decision to keep the C2C cycle route following the Thackthwaite Road despite there being widespread concerns expressed by local residents regarding the inconsiderate behaviour of many cyclists using the road.
DB explained that as a result of a request to re-route the C2C away from the Thackthwaite Road made by Loweswater Parish Council, traffic surveys had been carried out at a number of locations on the Thackthwaite Road, the B5289 and the Hopebeck Road. There had also been two rounds of public consultation in which the views of those living along the various alternative routes were sought.

The average speeds recorded were lower on the Thackthwaite Road than on the possible alternative routes, though it was agreed that this was partially due to the nature of the Thackthwaite Road being narrower, with poorer sightlines and many more bends. The fact that cyclists speeds were also taken into account when providing an average speed also played a part in the relatively lower speeds recorded on the Thackthwaite Road.
The first round of consultations highlighted the irresponsible behaviour and speed of many of the cyclists using the route. The second round of consultations, in which five different options for the C2C route through Lorton Vale were given, resulted in 60 responses. 20 stated a preference for the route remaining on the Thackthwaite Road, 20 stated a preference for the route following the main road (B5289) and 20 stated a preference for the route following the Hopebeck Road.

Taking all the above into account, and after further consultations with Sustrans, County Council Officers decided that the decision should be a ‘delegated decision’, i.e. one made by officers without reference to elected members and that the decision should be to keep the C2C routed along the Thackthwaite Road and that this decision was made on the grounds of cyclists safety. 
Nikki Wingfield from Sustrans then spoke and she explained that the C2C route had been a victim of its own success. She accepted that there was a problem with unacceptable behaviour from some cyclists on the route. The large numbers of people undertaking the route, especially fund raising groups, meant that Sustrans had less contact with C2Cers than in the past. There were now large numbers of books and maps describing the route all of which meant that the Sustrans message of ‘responsible cycling’ tended to get lost. She also explained that the only parts of the route where Sustrans has any control are the cycle path sections, which cost the organisation over £2m per year to maintain. She emphasised that Sustrans made no money from the C2C route. Two related projects that Sustrans are working on at the end of the first section of cycle path are new signage, reminding cyclists to behave responsibly on the highway, and a sculpture made of empty plastic bottles which it is hoped will encourage cyclists to dispose of water bottles appropriately.
A leaflet was then handed around that showed how Sustrans were promoting alternative C2C routes in the hope that the number of cyclists undertaking the original C2C would be reduced. There were also moves, in conjunction with Lamplugh Parish Council, to set up a public toilet in Lamplugh as there is currently no public convenience available between Whitehaven and Keswick. The promotion of the ‘Cyclists Code of Conduct’, already printed on all Sustrans maps, will be further helped by the recruitment of a NW Fundraising Co-ordinator by Sustrans.
A question was raised regarding insurance cover for cyclists. NW explained that people riding for large charities, or at charitable events, tended to be covered by the Charities insurance. Some individual cyclists had their own insurance cover but the majority still do not have cover.

A number of issues were then raised by members of the public and councillors. These included:
· Safety is the main concern of local residents, many of whom are convinced that there will be a serious incident along the route as numbers of cyclists continues to increase.

· The Thackthwaite Road is in a poor state of repair and cyclists swerving to avoid pot holes are a real problem.

· Thackthwaite Road is part of a well known ‘Wainwright Route’ resulting in large numbers of walkers using the road, all of whom are put in danger by speeding cyclists.

· Additional signage at the lake end of Thackthwaite Road, telling cyclists to slow down and cycle responsibly would help the situation.

· There are a number of blind access roads onto the Thackthwaite Road that cyclists will not know about.

· Support vehicles cause problems to other road users on narrow roads like the Thackthwaite Road.

· The Thackthwaite Road was a beautiful stretch of the route and cyclists should not be deprived of the pleasure of riding along it.

· The higher volumes of traffic on the B5289, together with the climb at Scale Hill, means that this route is more dangerous for cyclists.

· Some people who cycle the route come back as visitors to the area thus supporting local businesses.

· The decision made by the County Council should be reviewed in two years time.

It was agreed that the possibility of additional signage should be investigated and that the decision to keep the C2C routed along the Thackthwaite Road should be reviewed in two years time.

The Chair then concluded the presentation by thanking the officers from Cumbria Highways and Sustrans for their attendance.
ACTION: Clerk to inform residents living along the Thackthwaite road of the outcomes of the meeting.

ACTION: Clerk to report pot holes on the Thackthwaite Road to the Highways Hotline.

ACTION: Clerk to receive reports of and record incidents and accidents along the Thackthwaite Road.

ACTION: Clerk to pass on any suggestions for signage to David Bell.
21.13 Minutes of previous meeting: 
The minutes of the meeting held on 3rd January 2013 were accepted as a true and accurate record and councillors authorised the Chair to sign them.

22.13 Actions from previous meeting: 
The Clerk reported that the following actions had been undertaken:
09.13
The Clerk has informed ABC of the precept requirements

11.13
The Clerk has reported the views of councillors on the two planning applications to the 


LDNPA.

12.13
The Clerk has reported that he contacted ABC re: road sweeping and councillors 



confirmed that the sweeper had recently visited the parish.
12.13
The Clerk reported that he had contacted the Highways Hotline regarding flooding and 


pot holes. Pot Holes on Fangs have been dealt with.
12.13
Clerk has written and talked to Mr. Webb of Rosewell regarding flooding on the road 


outside his property. Mr. Webb keeps a regular eye on the drainage of water off the 


road and endeavours to ensure that the drains are kept clear of debris.
22.13        Chairman’s Announcements: 
Cllr. Hayton informed councillors that he had received a letter of resignation from Audrey Burridge and that he had written in response to thank her for all her years as a Parish Councillor. 

The shop at Lorton is now closed due to ill health. It is unlikely to re-open and The Wheatsheaf in Low Lorton is to open a small shop in the pub as from 15th March.
At a meeting of Lorton PC there had been a presentation on the Cumbria Community Messaging Service. The Chair recommended that councillors visit the website www.cumbriacommunitymessaging.co.uk and sign up to receive the email alerts.
The contracts for Superfast Broadband in Cumbria have now been let. Further information can be found on the Connecting Cumbria website www.connectingcumbria.org.uk 
23.13 Council Finance: 
The Clerk reported that the balance as per the bank statement 15/02/13 for the main account was £1,501.07p, all payments having cleared through the account. The amount in the Business Money Manager Account was £2,354.21p thus giving a total balance of £3,855.28p.
There were three payments to be made, these being:
Clerk’s Salary & Expenses Qtr. 4:

£264.00p

HMRC PAYE Qtr. 4:



£55.00p

T. W. Airey – grounds maintenance:
£144.00p

All the above payments were agreed by councillors.
ACTION: Clerk to send out payments.
24.13 Planning Matters:

There were two planning applications to discuss, both relating to the same property:
7/2013/2032: Miresyke, Loweswater – extension
7/2013/2033: Miresyke, Loweswater – extension – Listed Building consent

It was agreed that the councillors present would meet up to discuss the application and inform the Clerk of their views.
ACTION: Clerk to inform the LDNPA of the views of councillors when received.
25.13 Highways Matters: 
Councillors noted that there were now stretches of the roads network in the Parish where pot holes were almost too numerous to mention. It was agreed that the Clerk would drive the Thackthwaite Road, the Kirkstile Inn – Park Bridge – Muncaster House road and the Maggies Bridge road noting where the main pot holes were.
ACTION: Clerk to contact Highways Hotline and inform Cumbria Highways of the main pot holes.
There was some discussion regarding the previously noted ‘dip’ in the road immediately to the south of Scale Bridge. It was agreed that this issue should be reported again.

ACTION: Clerk to inform Highways Hotline of this issue.
26.13 Parish Councillor Vacancy:

The Chair informed the meeting that a resident of Mockerkin, Katherine Mitchell, had expressed an interest in becoming a Parish Councillor. She was unable to attend the march meeting but would be able to attend the May meeting. The Chair suggested that Mrs. Mitchell be co-opted and the Clerk confirmed that councillors were able to do this since no by-election had been called.

It was proposed that Katherine Mitchell be co-opted as a Loweswater Parish Councillor:

Proposed:
Cllr. Coles

Seconded:
Cllr. Meadley

All the councillors present agreed.

ACTION: Chair to ask Mrs. Mitchell to contact the Clerk.

27.13 Report from the police: 
There was no parish specific report available. Councillors were not aware of any incidents in the parish in the last two months but two incidents in adjacent parishes, Lorton and Blindbothel, had occurred. 
ACTION: Clerk to highlight these incidents in his report for The Link,

28.13 Correspondence
The Clerk reported that he had received the following items of correspondence:

1. ABC: confirmation of precept make-up
2. CCC: C2C letter (see above)
3. Letter from Loweswater PCC thanking the PC for the donation.
4. Friends of the Lake District: Whole Valley Planning information.
29.13           Melbreak Communities Update:

The Coffee Morning in Loweswater Village Hall on January 12th was well attended and further dates for events in Lorton have been set.
Steve Irlam, a Parish Councilor from Lorton, has agreed to become the co-ordinator for the Emergency Planning group.
30.13:
Items for the next meeting:

· Revised Standing Orders
· The Parish Lengthsman Scheme
· A Parish Council Newsletter
31.13  
Date of next meeting:
Thursday 7th March 2013 in Loweswater Village Hall at 8.00pm
This will be the Annual Parish meeting followed by the May meeting of the Parish Council

Signed: ………………………………………………………………………………………         ……………………………....
Chairman



Date

David Smith, Clerk to Loweswater Parish Council, Ivy Cottage, Blennerhasset, Wigton CA7 3QR
Tel: 016973 23296 Mob: 07742 224775  Email: davidsmith@tinyworld.co.uk
