Loweswater Parish Council
Minutes of the meeting held on Thursday 4th September 2014 at Loweswater Village Hall
68.14 
Present: Cllrs: Coles, Leck, Mitchell, & Todd. 
69.14 
Apologies: Cllrs Walker, Hayton & Meadley.

Cllr. Coles, the Chair for the meeting, welcomed everyone to the meeting.
70.14           Declarations of Interest: 
There were no Declarations of Interest.
71.14 
Minutes of previous meeting: 
The minutes of the July meeting were accepted as a true and accurate record by all the councillors present.
The Chair duly signed them.
72.14    
Public Participation:

1. It has been reported that in parts of the Parish there are trees and other vegetation that needs cutting back. It was agreed that in most cases this was the responsibility of the land-owner and not Cumbria Highways.

2. A local resident has expressed concerns that she may not be able to ride her horse over the Old Mosser Road if post and chains are installed (see previous minutes). Cllr Coles will assure the resident that this would not be the case even if the posts and chains were installed.
73.14 
Clerk's Report:
The Clerk reported that after the July meeting he had undertaken the following actions:

· Clerk to contact Allerdale BC re: Mockerkin Hall: Done - The owners of Mockerkin Hall have been served with a Section 215 Order under the Town and Country Planning Act. In local parlance it is known as an 'Eyesore Order'. Essentially this instructs them to undertake external repairs, re-paint the exterior of the building and make safe the structure. This has resulted in the removal of the tiles from the roof of the barn and other areas. The owners appear to be undertaking work in a piecemeal fashion and officers from Allerdale are 'not impressed'. They continue to keep a close watch on work as it progresses or not as the case may be. The Clerk asked that if either of the two Mockerkin councillors had a concern that walls were about to collapse or the public were in any sort of danger from the state of the structures they were to contact him.

· 61.14: Clerk to send out payments: Done.

· 64.14: Clerk to write to Cumbria Highways re: the old Mosser Road: Done - Dave Harrison from Cumbria Highways had responded that the Old Mosser road was on a list of schemes that they expect to carry out during the current financial year, albeit that work will entail some drainage work and filling potholes, it won’t unfortunately entail complete reconstruction. They will also check the signage to see if they can put up additional signs to make it clear that the road is unsuitable for general traffic. Cllr. Leck informed that two more vehicles, guided by sat-navs had become stuck on the road since the July meeting.
· 64.14: Clerk to write to young person: Done

· 64.14: Clerk and Councillors to report issues highlighted to the Highways Hotline: Done
The Clerk reported that the following correspondence had been received since the last meeting: 

	Correspondence
	For information
	For action

	CALC September Newsletters
	X
	

	Request for funding from St. Bartholomew's Church
	X
	X

	LDNPA Allerdale Parishes Representative: Report
	X
	


After some discussion it was agreed that a donation of £100 should be sent to St. Bartholomew's Church to assist with the cost of grounds maintenance.
        74.14 
Chairman’s Announcements: 
Cllr. Coles informed the meeting of his intention to attend the Allerdale CALC meeting on September 25th. 

At the recent Investment of the new Vicar for Loweswater and Buttermere Parish Cllr. Coles had represented the Parish Council during the ceremony in Lorton.
75.14      Council Finance: 
The Clerk reported that the balance as per the bank statement 15/08/14 for the main account was £1701.66pp. The amount in the Business Money Manager Account was £2,357.52p thus giving a total balance of £4,059.18p.
There were four payments to be agreed at the July meeting:

Clerk's Salary Qtr 1:




£252.35p
HMRC PAYE Qtr 1:





£53.00p
Clerk's Expenses Qtr 1:




£38.00p
Donation to St. Bartholomew's Church (see above):

£100.00p
The above payments were agreed by councillors.
Taking all the above payments into account, the reconciled balance for the main account, as of   July 3rd 2014, is £1,258.31p, which together with the reserve account balance gives a total balance and a total balance of £3,615.83p

Cllr. Mitchell asked about payment of expenses for the person who is currently maintaining the Mockerkin Village Green. The Clerk asked for a basic written invoice to cover the cost of fuel etc.
ACTION: Clerk to send out payments.
76.14 
Planning Matters:
There were no new planning applications to discuss but Councillors were asked to note the following:
Notice of Listed Building Consent:

7/2014/2103: High Park, Loweswater - lean-to extension to provide en-suite bathroom

Notice of Grant of Planning Permission:

7/2014/2119: High Park, Loweswater - lean-to extension to provide en-suite bathroom

Notice of Refusal of Planning Permission:

7/2013/2248: Crabtree Beck Loweswater - conversion of redundant barn to dwelling.

Councillors had some concerns about the above decisions.

77.14 
Report from the Police:
PCSO Sarah Brown had submitted her apologies as she was not on shift at the time of the meeting. The report she supplied stated that there had been one incident in the Parish since the July meeting, this being:

On the 18th August, a vehicle’s back window was smashed and a rucksack and handbag were stolen from the vehicle. This cost in total of over £400 pounds worth of damage and items stolen. The incident occurred on a roadside car park in Loweswater. Police would like to appeal to anyone who has further information regarding this incident to contact them on 101.
Cllr. Meadley had wished to know how she could have found out about such an incident more quickly, i.e. as soon as the incident had been reported , so that she could warn her guests. It was suggested that she sign up online for the Cumbria Community Messaging Service.
78.14 
Highways Matters: 
Cllr. Coles reported that the three pot holes on the Netherclose Road previously reported had still not been dealt with. Other items raised included a blocked gully by The Grange, also previously reported but still unfinished. The road just beyond Thrushbank towards the Village Hall was once again in need of repair and some of the recently completed surfacing work beyond the Kirkstile Inn was also showing signs of damage.
Cllr. Mitchell informed the meeting that the Mockerkin to Pardshaw road would shortly be closed for drainage and re-surfacing work.

ACTION: Clerk to report the issues above using the previously given reference number for the issues already reported.
79.14           Melbreak Communities Update:
The Clerk informed the meeting that there was little new to report. The organisation was still looking to recruit a new co-ordinator to replace Penny Poole and a new chair to replace John Hayton. The Coffee & Cake mornings continued to be well supported. 

80.14  
Date of next meeting:
Thursday 6th November 2014 in Loweswater Village Hall at 8.00pm 

Signed: ………………………………………………………………………………………         ……………………………....

Chairman



Date
David Smith, Clerk to Loweswater Parish Council, Ivy Cottage, Blennerhasset, Wigton CA7 3QR
Tel: 016973 23296 Mob: 07742 224775  Email: davidsmith@tinyworld.co.uk
