Loweswater Parish Council
Minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday 6th March 2012 at Loweswater Village Hall

19. Present: Cllrs: Hayton, Coles, Meadley, Leck, Walker and Todd.
20. Apologies: Cllr. Burridge. 

21. In attendance: County & Borough Cllr. Eric Nicholson and three members of the public.
22. Declarations of Interest: There were no declarations of interest.
23. Minutes of previous meeting: 
The minutes of the meeting held on 5th January 2012 were accepted as a true and accurate record and councillors authorised the Chair to sign them.

24. Actions from previous meeting: 
The Clerk reported that the following actions had been undertaken:
· Letter written to CCC re: re-routing C2C route.
· Details of Broadband Champion, Leslie Webb, passed to local co-ordinator, David Blaylock.
· All payments agreed at last meeting sent off.
· Community Travel Plan updated and sent to CCC.
· CCC contacted re: Loweswater Fingerpost sign.
25. Chairmans Announcements: 
Cllr. Hayton informed councillors that there would be a road race on Saturday 24th March to raise funds for Lorton School and that the route would run along the Thackthwaite road.
26. Public Participation:
This was taken under the following item.
27. Managing Radioactive Waste Safely Consultation:
Cllr. Coles, who had taken the lead for the council in this matter, led the discussion and gave a brief overview and update on the MRWS project. 

It is generally recognised that nuclear power has an important role to play in electricity generation and that there is a need for a nuclear waste repository as there is an increase in high and intermediate waste with the increase in decommissioning.
Three areas in the country have come forward as volunteer communities prepared to host a waste repository, these being Copeland Borough Council, Allerdale Borough Council and Cumbria County Council. 
In 1995/96 the Sellafield area, more specifically Longlands Farm, was investigated by Nirex to ascertain the suitability of the geology of the area for the building of a waste repository. The final application was turned down by the government because the geology was unsuitable.
The major geological concerns within Cumbria include faults within sedimentary rocks and the permeability of them. It is already widely acknowledged that the best areas for such an underground repository consist of deep clays which are very stable and these are to be found in Oxfordshire, London and Norfolk.
Other concerns expressed were that once past Stage 4 the process would be difficult to stop, there would be unknown impacts on both farming and tourism in the area, there would be large scale waste created by the excavation of the repository and that many of the 500 jobs created would be skilled and probably not available to local people.

Members of the public expressed the view that the process should follow the science and that geology, not geography, should drive the decision as to where the repository should be built. Then, and only then, should the principle of volunteerism come into play.
Points made in support of moving to Stage 4 included the pool of nuclear related local knowledge and skills that was already in place, the creation of new and sustainable jobs in the area and the community benefits package that would be available to local communities.
The Chair then called for a vote the result of which was:

Those in favour of moving to Stage 4 of the MRWS process:
2

Those against moving to Stage 4 of the MRWS process:

4

ACTION: Clerk to write to the MRWS Project Team with the outcome of the vote and copies of the letter are to be sent to CALC, Allerdale BC, Cumbria CC and the LDNP.
Cllr. Coles to complete and submit the consultation questionnaire.
28. Council Finances: 
There were two payments to be made, these being:

1. Clerk’s Salary & expenses(Dec – Mar): 
£313.34
2. HMRC PAYE:



£73.33

This left a reconciled balance in the main account of £1,465.86p which together with the £2,353.39p in the reserve account gave a total reconciled balance of £3,819.25p.
29. Planning Matters:

Two notices of Planning Permissions given have been received, these being:

· Moss Cottage, Loweswater: extension
· Croftside, Mockerkin: extension

Two new applications have been received, these being:

· 7/2012/2041 High Nook Farm, Loweswater: farm building extension – retrospective
Councillors had ‘No objections’ to this application.

· 2/2012/0103 Kilndale, Mockerkin: erection of single detached dwelling for farm worker

Councillors had ‘No objections’ to this application.

Action: Clerk to inform both LDNP and ABC of councillors views on these applications.

30. Report from the Community Police Officer: 
An electronic report was provided highlighting three incidents during the past two months:
· On 7th January, Mountain Rescue were called via the Police in relation to a walker who had hurt their ankle. No Police involvement required, walker recovered by Mountain Rescue.

· Overnight on 12th January, the cellar door at the Kirkstile Inn had been forced. Police attended. Three casks of beer were found to have been taken. 

· It was reported on 10th February, that damage had been caused to a British Telecom cable by unknown means. The cable was attached to a property in Loweswater. Police attended and are making further enquires.

During discussions about further police activity in the Mosser and Mockerkin area, Cllr. Walker 
raised concerns about the safety of the roof at Mockerkin Hall.


ACTION: Clerk to inform ABC Dangerous Buildings team of unsafe roof tiles at Mockerkin Hall.
31. Highways Matters: 
The following items were discussed:

· Thackthwaite Road: despite recent work being undertaken, there is still flooding occurring after rain at, Wilderness Wood (blocked culvert), Oakbank (new drain required) and Hazelwood (new drain required). Concerns were also expressed regarding the general state of the surface of the road. Cllr. Nicholson stated that he was not aware that resurfacing of the Thackthwaite road was in the works plan for the coming year.
Action: Clerk to phone in to Highways Hotline.

32. The Queen’s Diamond Jubilee: 
Cllr. Hayton informed the meeting that the previous idea of a commemorative window in the 
church was not going to be possible due to the cost. After some discussion it was agreed that a 
commemorative slate plaque to be placed within the Village Hall was an acceptable alternative.
Action: Cllrs. Coles, Hayton and Leck to liaise with each other and the Village Hall Committee.
33. Loweswater Signs:
The Clerk reported that he had been in touch with Andrew Harrison from Cumbria Highways regarding the replacement of the missing ‘finger’ on the fingerpost to the south of Scale bridge. It has been confirmed that the missing finger would be replaced during the next financial year and AH requested confirmation as to what had been on the original sign.
Action: Cllr, Coles to make enquiries and pass information to the Clerk who in turn will inform Cumbria Highways.
34. Melbreak Communities update: 
Cllr. Hayton informed councillors that the Community Action Plan was now available on both the Melbreak Communities website and the ACT website. The plan is being used as an example of good practice. 
35. Correspondence: 
The following letters have been received:
1. Letter from CCC: Bus stop Infrastructure information required: Clerk to respond
2. Letter from Dean Parish Council: Pardshaw to Mockerkin road

3. Letter from CCC: C2C route response

4. Email from Blindbothel PC re: C2C route letter. Will support request to CCC
5. Letter from CCC: Minerals & Waste development Framework availability
6. Letter from Natural England: enlargement of 2 NP’s

7. Letter from NW Air Ambulance: thanks for donation

Cllr. Nicholson raised the issue of Dial a Ride in the parish which he has recently been informed will be terminated at the end of April due to the high running costs of the scheme. He told the council that two alternatives were being considered by CCC as replacements for the Dial a Ride scheme. These were:

· Rural Wheels: a responsive and flexible scheme costing users 35p per mile

· Village Wheels: a timetabled scheme costing users 25p per mile


No decisions have yet been made. 


ACTION: Cllr. Nicholson to keep Clerk informed of situation.
36. Date of next meeting: 
Thursday 3rd May 2012 in Loweswater Village Hall at 7.30pm

Signed: ………………………………………………………………………………………         ……………………………
Chairman




Date
