Loweswater Parish Council
(DRAFT)
Minutes of the meeting held on Thursday 6th September 2012 at Loweswater Village Hall

79.12 Present: Cllrs: Hayton, Coles, Meadley, Leck, and Burridge.  
80.12 Apologies: Cllrs. Todd and Walker 
81.12 Also in attendance: County Councillor Nicholson.
82.12 Declarations of Interest: There were no declarations of interest.
83.12 Minutes of previous meeting: 
The minutes of the meeting held on 5th July 2012 were accepted as a true and accurate record and councillors authorised the Chair to sign them.

84.12 Actions from previous meeting: 
The Clerk reported that the following actions had been undertaken:
· CCC informed of the preferred option re: re-routing of the C2C.
· ABC informed of PC concerns re: Mockerkin Hall. They are struggling to contact the owner.
· CCC informed of PC opposition to proposed width restriction on B5289.

· CCC Travel Strategy, PC suggestions passed on.

· Correspondence from school children responded to.

· All payments agreed at last meeting sent off.
· Cllr. Nicholson has contacted Cumbria Highways regarding the various issues raised. Some have been dealt with, some have not.
85.12 Chairmans Announcements: 
Cllr. Hayton reported that he had attended the CALC MRWS meeting (see below).
He then highlighted the next LDNPA Parish Tour, 26th September, and it was agreed that all councillors present would attend if possible.
The Council has received a notice of road closure from ABC for the Thackthwaite Road, 9.00am – 2.00pm, on Sunday 16th September to accommodate the Jennings River Ride, a charity cycle ride. There appeared to be a mistake in the Road Closure notice.
ACTION: Clerk to book councillors on to the LDNPA Parish Tour and confirm details of road closure and access for local residents with ABC.

86.12 Adoption of the new Code of Conduct:
The Clerk  explained that The Localism Act 2011 stated that each council in England & Wales should adopt the new Code of Conduct and use the associated Declaration of Pecuniary Interests form. The three main differences to the old Code and form are:

1. As well as declaring their own pecuniary interests, all councillors now have to include the pecuniary interests of their wives/husbands/civil partners. 

2. All the Declaration of Pecuniary Interests forms are to be scanned by Allerdale BC and made available on the Allerdale web-site. Any Parish Council that has a web-site is also encouraged to place the scanned documents on their web-site. 

3. There are to be legal sanctions for non-compliance with the Code and the old Standards Committees are to be done away with.

The Clerk further explained that these changes have been introduced by the government to encourage ‘openness and transparency’ with regard to the financial interests of councillors at all levels of local government.

The Declaration of Pecuniary Interests form was gone through question by question and councillors handed the completed forms to the Clerk.

It was agreed that the new Code of conduct be adopted by the Council.

Proposed: Cllr. Coles

Seconded: Cllr. Hayton

ACTION: Clerk to contact councillors not in attendance and get them to complete the D of PI form.
87.12 Council Finance: 
The Clerk reported that the balance as per the bank statement 15/08/12 for the main account was £1,625.70p. The amount in the Business Money Manager account was £2,354.21p.

There were two payments to be made, these being:
· Clerk’s salary & expenses Quarter 2:
£235.00p

· HMRC PAYE Quarter 2:


£55.00p

This left a reconciled balance in the main account of £1,335.70p which, together with the £2,354.21p in the reserve account gave a total reconciled balance of £3,689.91p.
88.12 Planning Matters:

There was one planning application to view, this being:
· 7/21012/2124 High Park House Barn, Loweswater: extensions & alterations 

There were ‘No Objections’ to the above application.
ACTION: Clerk to inform the LDNPA of the views of the council.
89.12 Highways Matters: 
Cllr. Coles stated that some of the resurfacing of the minor roads: Kirkhead Farm to Kirkstile Inn and the road from the Kirkstile to Muncaster House and north to the cross roads at the main road south-west of Scale  Bridge had been dealt with but there was still work required.
Other issues raised by councillors were:

· A sunken road drain by Dancing Pastures in Mockerkin

· A blocked culvert and possible collapsed drain at Wilderness on the Thackthwaite Road
· Dip in the road by Scale Hill bridge.
· Numerous potholes along the Thackthwaite Road
· Stones washed onto the road by Mockerkin How

The Clerk reported that he had received confirmation of the order for the replacement finger of the fingerpost sign by Scale Hill Bridge. This should be in place now by Christmas.

ACTION: Cllr. Nicholson is to raise all the above issues with Cumbria Highways.
90.12 Report from the police: 
An electronic version of the Allerdale Rural newsletter has been received but there was no parish specific report available. Councillors were not aware of any incidents in the parish in the last two months. 
91.12 Nuclear Waste Repository (MRWS):
Cllr. Hayton informed councillors that he had attended the recent CALC meeting at which CALC officers encouraged Parish Councils to respond to both the Borough and County Councils before the decision regarding the move to Stage 4 or withdrawal from the MRWS process is taken by them. CALC officers felt that this should be done in light of the final report from the MRWS Partnership. Cllr. Nicholson felt that each member of the two Cabinets should receive a copy of this second letter from the PC on this issue.

ACTION: Clerk to liaise with Cllr. Coles and ensure that a letter is sent to both ABC and CCC cabinet members and copied to Cllr. Nicholson and CALC.
92.12 Correspondence
The Clerk reported that he had received the following items of correspondence:

1. Letter from CCC: proposed re-routing of C2C route (options): response sent

2. Letter from ABC: Dog control orders

3. Letter from Local Boundary Government Commission: Electoral review, Cumbria

4. Email from CCC Highways: signs update

5. CALC September newsletter

6. LDNPA: Compliance update

After some discussion it was agreed that there was no response required to number 2  above.

93.12 Melbreak Communities Update:

The draft emergency plan, designed to alert and inform local residents in the event of an emergency such as severe weather, airplane crash, nuclear incident or power cut, is steadily taking shape. Thanks are due to volunteers from each of the four parishes and members of The Melbreak Communities Steering Group for their efforts. Further progress – including plan testing, currently scheduled for December 2012 – will be relayed via The Melbreak Communities website and Link magazine.

Financial support from each of the four parish councils in the Valley, to maintain and develop The Melbreak Communities website and to complete and implement our emergency plan, is sought. The monthly ‘Coffee and Cake’ events at Yew Tree Hall continue to be enjoyed by local residents and visitors alike.
94.12 
Date of next meeting:
Thursday 1st November 2012 in Loweswater Village Hall at 7.30pm

Signed: ………………………………………………………………………………………         ……………………………....
Chairman



Date
