Loweswater Parish Council
Minutes of the meeting held on Thursday 5th September 2013 at Loweswater Village Hall

69.13 Present: Cllrs: Coles, Meadley, Leck, Walker, and Mitchell, 
70.13 Apologies: Cllrs. Hayton & Todd



Cllr. Coles, the Chair for the meeting, welcomed everyone to the meeting.
71.13           Declarations of Interest: 
There were no Declarations of Interest.

72.13 Minutes of previous meeting: 
The minutes of the meeting held on 4th July 2013 were accepted as a true and accurate record and councillors authorised the Chair to sign them.
Proposed:

Cllr. Meadley

Seconded:

Cllr. Mitchell
73.13 Actions from previous meeting: 
The Clerk reported that the following actions had been undertaken:
60.13
Cllrs Walker and Mitchell have undertaken a survey of street lights in Mockerkin. There are three shared poles in the village.
61.13
The Clerk has sent all payments out.
62.13
The Clerk has reported the views of the Council to the LDNPA Planning Department.

63.13
The Clerk has reported to the Highways Hotline and Allerdale BC  the various issues that were raised by councillors. The waste bins will be emptied on a regular basis during the summer months but will still need a phone call during the rest of the year. The hedge at Loweswater Hall has been cut back. Some pot hole work has been undertaken but much has not been done.
67.13
The Clerk has passed on the details of the oil co-operative to councillors.
74.13        Public Participation:

Cllr. Leck reported a concern regarding cuts to the telephone service in the valley. During the whole of the week commencing 23rd July there was no service at all and there was a further loss of service in early August. As there is no mobile signal in the valley this loss of the telephone could have caused serious problems, in a medical emergency for example.

ACTION: Clerk to write to BT to raise this concern on behalf of the Council.

Cllr. Mitchell reported concerns regarding the dangerous state of Mockerkin Hall. This building has been brought to the attention of the council previously.

ACTION: Clerk to report this dangerous structure to Allerdale BC again.
75.13        Chairman’s Announcements: 
Cllr. Hayton had provided a written report for councillors and this was read out by the acting Chair, Cllr. Coles. 
The work undertaken by Cumbria Highways in the wake of the flash floods in early August was very impressive. Other councillors agreed that this had been the case, especially in the Thackthwaite area.
Cllr. Coles reported that Cllr Hayton was making good progress.

ACTION: Clerk to write to Cumbria Highways and thank them for their work after the flash floods.
76.13 Council Finance: 
The Clerk reported that the balance as per the bank statement 15/08/13 for the main account was £1,444.92p, all payments having cleared through the account. The amount in the Business Money Manager Account was £2,355.88p thus giving a total balance of £3,800.80p.
There were three payments to be made, these being:
Clerk’s Salary Quarter 2:

£244.28p

Clerk’s expenses Quarter 2:

£15.00p

HMRC PAYE Quarter 1:

£61.07p

All the above payments were agreed by councillors.
Taking the above payments into account the bank reconciliation for September 5th was £1,124.57p in the main account and a total balance of £3,480.45p
It was agreed that Cllr. Walker should become a cheque signatory for the Council.

ACTION: Clerk to send out payments.

ACTION: Clerk to send Cllr. Walker the appropriate paperwork to become a cheque signatory.

77.13 Planning Matters:

There were no planning applications to discuss.
The following Notices have been received and were noted:
Refusal of Listed Building Consent: 7/2013/2033 Miresyke, Loweswater – extension

Refusal of Consent: 7/2013/2031 Miresyke, Loweswater – extension

Grant of Planning permission: 7/2013/2051 West Cumbria Rivers Trust – Loweswater equipment

78.13 Highways Matters: 
Councillors noted that three of the issues highlighted at the May meeting did not appear to have been dealt with and required reporting again. These were:
· Deepening dip in the road at Scale Bridge

· A blocked drain by Beechcroft, Mockerkin (CA13 0ST)

· Pot holes and breaking of the road edges along the Pardshaw Road from Mockerkin

· The road to Kirkgate Farm from the Kirkstile Inn needs repair due to pot holes

Additional issues raised were:

· The road south from Mosser needs a ‘Road Closed’ sign placed at the northern end.
· Road drain blocked at Loweswater Hall
ACTION: Clerk and councillors to contact Highways Hotline, 0845 609 6609, and inform Cumbria Highways of the above issues.
ACTION: Clerk to write to Cumbria Highways re: ‘Road Closure’ sign and copy letter to Blindbothel PC

79.13 Report from the police: 
There was no parish specific report available. Councillors reported that there had been a theft of property from Loweswater and 30 sheep had been stolen recently from a farm in the Lorton area.
80.13 Correspondence
The Clerk reported that he had received the following items of correspondence:

1. CCC Mayor’s Appeal: Cllrs chose not to support this appeal.
2. Information regarding rolling road closures during the Tour of Britain (16/9/13)
3. Information regarding road closures during the last week in September (Scale Bridge)

4. Information from CALC regarding training for councillors. It was agreed to set up a training session for Loweswater and Lorton councillors before Christmas.

ACTION: Clerk to contact CALC to arrange training session.
81.13           Melbreak Communities Update:

 The Emergency Planning advisory leaflet is currently being distributed to all homes in the area. 

Funding is currently being sought on behalf of the MC for a feasibility study to see if there would be scope for a renewable energy scheme in the MC area.

82.13  
Date of next meeting:
Thursday 7th November 2013 in Loweswater Village Hall at 8.00pm
Signed: ………………………………………………………………………………………         ……………………………....
Chairman
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