Loweswater Parish Council
Minutes of the meeting held on Thursday 14th November 2013 at Loweswater Village Hall

83.13 Present: Cllrs: Coles, Leck, Todd, and Mitchell, 
84.13 Apologies: Cllrs. Hayton, Walker & Meadley.


Cllr. Coles, the Chair for the meeting, welcomed everyone to the meeting.
85.13           Declarations of Interest: 
There were no Declarations of Interest.

86.13 Minutes of previous meeting: 
The minutes of the meeting held on 5th September 2013 were accepted as a true and accurate record and councillors authorised the Chair to sign them.
87.13 Actions from previous meeting: 
The Clerk suggested that at future meetings the actions from the previous meeting together with correspondence and any other relevant information would be contained within a Clerks Report.

The Clerk reported that the following actions had been undertaken after the September meeting:

74.13:
Clerk to write to BT regarding brake in service: Done, phone call received explaining that 

BT were working to try an ensure that there would be fewer service breaks.

74.13: 
Clerk to report dangerous structure in Mockerkin to ABC: Done and phone call received. 


ABC are aware of the situation and are trying to ensure the safety of the structure.
75.13: 
Clerk to write to Cumbria Highways and thank them for work undertaken: Done.

76.13: 
Clerk to send out all payments: Done and all cheques have cleared through the account.

76.13: 
Clerk to get paperwork from HSBC for Cllr Walker to become a cheque signatory. Done 


and will pass on at meeting.

ACTION: Cllr. Mitchell to pass on form to Cllr Walker and the Clerk to collect and present to the bank.
78.13: 
Clerk & Councillors to report variety of highways issues: Done (See below)
78.13: 
Clerk to ask Cumbria Highways to place a Road Closed sign at Mosser and ask 



Blindbothel PC to support. Done and Blindbothel PC have made a request to Cumbria 


Highways.
80.13: 
Clerk to arrange training session with CALC: Done (11/11/13)
88.13    
Public Participation:

There were no members of the public in attendance and no issues were raised under the agenda item.
89.13 Chairman’s Announcements: 
Cllr. Coles reported that he had met with Cllr Hayton but he had no issues to raise at the meeting.
90.13 
The Draft Budget 14/15:

The Clerk presented the proposed budget for the financial year 2014/15 and explained that the figures were almost identical to the current year with a predicted rise in expenditure of £70, an increase of approximately 3%.
After some clarifications councillors accepted the draft budget for 2014/15 as set out with a precept of £2,200 providing a 0% increase.
91.13      Council Finance: 
The Clerk reported that the balance as per the bank statement 15/10/13 for the main account was £2,224.57p, all payments having cleared through the account. The amount in the Business Money Manager Account was £2,355.88p thus giving a total balance of £4,580.45p.
There were two payments to be made, this being:
CALC Councillor training:

£50.00p
Great North Air Ambulance:
£50.00p (Agreed below – see Correspondence) 

The above payment was agreed by councillors.
Taking the above payment into account the bank reconciliation for November 14th November was £2,124.57p in the main account and a total balance of £4,480.45p
ACTION: Clerk to send out payment.

92.13 Planning Matters:

There were no planning applications to discuss.
93.13 MRWS 2:
Cllr. Coles explained that the Department for Energy and Climate Change (DECC) has issued a report on the original MRWS process and was now recommending that any future project to find a suitable site for an underground repository for high and medium level nuclear waste should be led by the district councils with the County Council playing no role in any decision making process. There were a number of other recommendations highlighted in the report and DECC is now asking for responses to the report with a closing date of December 5th.

Cllr. Coles reminded councillors that Loweswater PC had opposed the move to Stage 4 of the original MRWS process on the grounds that there was enough information already available to show that there was no geology in Cumbria suitable for an underground repository. He then read out a draft response to the DECC report reiterating the view that Loweswater PC does not think that the geology of Cumbria is suitable, that the integrity of the Lake District National Park is important to local businesses and that the search for a suitable site for an underground repository should be led by geology not geography.
Councillors agreed that this response should be sent to the DECC.

ACTION: Clerk to work up the draft response and liaise with Cllr Coles prior to sending to the DECC.
94.13 Highways Matters: 
Councillors noted that three of the issues highlighted at the September meeting did not appear to have been dealt with and required reporting again. These were:
· Deepening dip in the road at Scale Bridge (though this has now been marked up).
· A blocked drain by Beechcroft, Mockerkin (CA13 0ST)
· The road south from Mosser needs a ‘Road Closed’ sign placed at the northern end.
· Road drain blocked at Loweswater Hall
An additional item was raised:

· Recurring pothole at Thrushbank.
ACTION: Clerk and councillors to contact Highways Hotline, 0845 609 6609, and inform Cumbria Highways of the above issues.
95.13 Report from the police: 
There was no parish specific report available and councillors were not aware of any incidents having occurred within the parish since the last meeting.
ACTION: Clerk to make direct contact with the new PCSO for the area.
96.13 Correspondence
The Clerk reported that he had received the following items of correspondence:

1. Great North Air Ambulance: request for donation
2. LDNPA: Newsletter planning
3. Police & Crime Commissioner: Custody visiting scheme
4. Cumbria Community Foundation: Annual report
5. CALC Annual Report 2013
6. CCC Bus Timetable
Councillors agreed to give a donation of £50.00 to the Great North Air Ambulance.
97.13           Melbreak Communities Update:

 There is to be an Environment Agency meeting on flooding in The Yew Tree Hall, Lorton on December 3rd at 7.30pm.
98.13  
Date of next meeting:
Thursday 9th January 2014 in Loweswater Village Hall at 8.00pm
Signed: ………………………………………………………………………………………         ……………………………....
Chairman
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