Loweswater Parish Council
Minutes of the meeting held on Thursday 9th January 2014 at Loweswater Village Hall

01.14 
Present: Cllrs: Coles, Leck, Todd, Mitchell, Walker & Meadley. 
02.14 
Apologies: Cllr. Hayton.


Cllr. Coles, the Chair for the meeting, welcomed everyone to the meeting.
03.14           Declarations of Interest: 
There were no Declarations of Interest.
04.14 
Minutes of previous meeting: 
The minutes of the meeting held on 14th November 2013 were accepted as a true and accurate record and their acceptance was proposed by:

Proposed: Cllr. Leck

Seconded: Cllr. Mitchell

The Chair duly signed them.
05.14    
Public Participation:

There were no members of the public in attendance and no issues were raised under the agenda item.
06.14 
Clerk's Report:
The Clerk reported that after the November meeting he had undertaken the following actions:
· 87.13: Clerk to collect bank form from Cllr. Walker: Not done, will collect at meeting.
· 91.13: Clerk to send out payments: Done.
· 93.13: Clerk to liaise with Cllr. Coles prior to submitting a response to DECC re: MRWS findings. Done and receipt acknowledged.

· 94.13: Clerk to inform Highways Hotline of issues raised by Councillors. Done.

· 95.13: Clerk to make direct contact with new PCSO. Done, Sarah Brown is the new PCSO.

       The Clerk reported that the following correspondence had been received since the last meeting: 

	Correspondence
	For information
	For action

	Great North Air Ambulance: thank you letter
	X
	

	LDNPA: Allocations of Land final version
	X
	

	ABC: Letter regarding Mockerkin Village Green
	X
	X

	ABC: Precept information
	X
	X

	Invoice from Loweswater Village Hall
	X
	X


      All those requiring action were dealt with under other agenda items.
07.14 
Chairman’s Announcements: 
Cllr. Coles reported that he had met with Cllr Hayton but he had no issues to raise at the meeting.
08.14 
Mockerkin Village Green:
Cllr. Coles explained that Allerdale Borough Council had informed the Parish Council that they were not the owners of the land they currently maintain in Mockerkin, i.e. Mockerkin Village Green, and were under no obligation to continue to maintain the area. Due to the requirement for cost savings Allerdale were no longer going to maintain the area free of charge. If the Parish Council wished this work to continue to be undertaken during the coming season it will cost the Parish Council £718.19p.
There followed a wide ranging discussion as to what were the possible alternatives. The Clerk had obtained a quote from a local contractor but this had come in at £560.00 per season and as such not affordable by the Council. It was eventually agreed to try and identify a volunteer from within Mockerkin village who would agree to cut the village green once a month during the growing season. The Parish Council would cover any expenses incurred by the volunteer such as the cost of fuel. 
It was further agreed to try an ascertain who actually owned the land referred to as Mockerkin Village Green.

ACTION: Cllr. Walker to try and find a suitable volunteer.

ACTION: Cllr. Mitchell to try and find out who owns the land in question.

ACTION: Clerk to inform ABC that the Parish Council do not wish to enter into a maintenance contract.

09.14      Council Finance: 
The Clerk reported that the balance as per the bank statement 15/12/13 for the main account was £2,246.26p. The amount in the Business Money Manager Account was £2,356.70p thus giving a total balance of £4,602.96p.
There were two payments agreed at the last meeting still to clear the account:
CALC Councillor training:


£50.00p
Great North Air Ambulance:

£50.00p  

There were four payments to be agreed at the January meeting:

Clerk's Salary Qtr 3:


£244.28p
HMRC PAYE Qtr 3:



£61.07p

Clerk's expenses Qtr 3:


£15.00p

Loweswater Village Hall (Room Hire 2013):
£105.00p

The above payments were agreed by councillors.
Taking all the above payments into account the bank reconciliation for November 14th November was £1,720.91p in the main account and a total balance of £4,077.61p
ACTION: Clerk to send out payments.
10.14 
Planning Matters:

There were no new planning applications to discuss.
Councillors were asked to note the following:

Notice of grant of planning permission:

7/2013/2222: Fangs Brow Farm

7/2013/2221: Fangs Brow Farm

Permitted Development Order:

7/2013/2258: 3x 9m telegraph poles.

11.14 
Highways Matters: 
Cllr. Coles stated that as he had been walking around the parish recently he was struck at the poor state of the roads in general and he now felt it was time to invite someone from Cumbria Highways to see for themselves what the concerns of local people were. He further stated that rather than dealing with individual pot holes the council should be pushing for resurfacing of long stretches of the roads in the parish. Councillors agreed with this proposal and it was decided to write to Karl Melville, the Cumbria Highways Area Manager for West Cumbria.

Councillors highlighted the following issues:
· Blocked culverts at the Pinfold and at Thrushbank on the C2030
· A blocked drain by Beechcroft, Mockerkin (CA13 0ST)
· Road drain blocked at Loweswater Hall on the C2030
· A fallen drain at The Grange on the C2030

· A pot hole at Scale Hill
ACTION: Clerk and councillors to contact Highways Hotline, 0845 609 6609, and inform Cumbria Highways of the above issues.
ACTION: Cllr. Coles to write to Karl Melville.
12.14 
Report from the police: 
There was no parish specific report available and councillors were not aware of any incidents having occurred within the parish since the last meeting.
ACTION: Clerk to invite the new PCSO for the area, Sarah Brown, to the next PC meeting.
13.14           Melbreak Communities Update:

Cllr. Coles informed the meeting that a request had been made for a replacement councillor to attend meetings of the Melbreak Communities group whilst Cllr. Hayton was unable to represent Loweswater PC due to illness. There were no volunteers to take on this role.
14.14  
Date of next meeting:
Thursday 6th March 2014 in Loweswater Village Hall at 8.00pm
Signed: ………………………………………………………………………………………         ……………………………....
Chairman
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