Loweswater Parish Council
Minutes of the meeting held on:

 Thursday 2nd July 2015 at Loweswater Village Hall

53.15 
Present: Cllrs: Mitchell (Chair), Leck, Meadley, Walker, Astley & Todd.

Also in attendance: Cllr. Annison (ABC) &  David Smith (Clerk).

54.15 
Apologies:  Cllr. Robinson & PCSO Sarah Brown.

Cllr. Mitchell, the Chair, welcomed everyone to the meeting. 
55.15           Declarations of Interest: 
There were no Declarations of Interest.
56.15
Minutes of previous meeting: 
The minutes of the May meeting were accepted as a true and accurate record.

The Chair duly signed them.
57.15    
Public Participation:
Cllr. Annison updated councillors on the following issues:
· Mockerkin Hall: Officers from Allerdale BC have informed Cllr. Annison that they are aware of the situation regarding the dilapidated stated of Mockerkin Hall, have visited the site and contacted the owners and hope to have resolved the various concerns by the end of the year. It may well be that there would be grants available from English Heritage for some of the works required.

· The Old Mosser Road: Cllr. Annison, having been driven over the Old Mosser Road and is now aware of the condition it is in, with the most southerly third of the road only being passable with great care and in a four-wheel drive vehicle. Councillors were agreed that they would like the entire road to be passable from the Loweswater valley northwards. Cllr. Annison is to liaise with Cumbria Highways on this issue.
· Communities Scrutiny Committee: Cllr. Annison is now a member of the Communities Scrutiny Committee where he intends to hold the ruling group to account and to make sure that rural communities get the same funding opportunities that the urban areas of Allerdale get. One of the areas that the Scrutiny Committee will be looking at is how well elderly people 'perform' in their communities. The 'Ageing Well Process' is being developed to ensure that the appropriate support services are in place for elderly people no matter what type of community they live in. In relation to this issue, councillors commented that there was no public transport in the parish of Loweswater and that in certain parts of the area both the internet connection and the mobile signal were poor or non-existent.
The Chair thanked Cllr. Annison for his update and it was agreed that there should be a regular agenda item entitled 'Report from the Borough Councillor' at future meetings.

58.15 
Clerk's Report:
The Clerk reported that after the May meeting he had undertaken the following actions:

· 45.15: Clerk to deliver all paperwork associated with the election to Allerdale BC before June 4th: Done

· 45.15: Clerk to issue new councillors with appropriate documentation: Done

· 46.15: Cllr Meadley to pick up deeds from solicitor: Deeds not held by solicitor.

· 46.15: Clerk to send letter to Mr. Steel re: use of green by his horse: Not Done (see below)

· 47.15: Clerk to send out all payments: Done

· 50.15: Clerk to report issues of concern to Highways Hotline: Done

· 50.15: Clerk to follow up issue of street-light: Done (see below)
 The Clerk reported that the following correspondence had been received since the last meeting: 
	Correspondence
	For information
	For action

	BDO: Completion of Audit documentation
	X
	X

	LDNPA Allerdale Members Report: May
	X
	

	CALC Newsletter: June & July
	X
	

	LDNPA Parking Charges letter
	X
	

	Breca Buttermere Race information
	X
	


The Clerk reported that he had recently attended the Allerdale CALC meeting in Bothel at which the proposed tidal barrage on the Solway and street-lighting were discussed. 

       59.15 
Chairman’s Announcements: 
The Chair asked Cllrs. Leck and Meadley to provide the meeting with feedback on the LDNPA Northern Distinctive Area meeting that they had recently attended. The meeting had taken place at the Lakes Distillery at Setmurthy and had included a tour of the facility. The main item on the agenda had been the proposed new water pipeline from Thirlmere to West Cumbria. Other issues covered had been a cycle track around Bassenthwaite Lake and the potential use of small electric vehicles by tourists in and around Keswick.
.
60.15
Mockerkin Village Green:

The Clerk reminded those present that at the May meeting he had been asked to write to the owner of the horse currently grazing on Mockerkin Village Green. The Clerk had felt that the ownership of the Green needed to be clarified before any letter could be sent. The deeds for the Green were thought to be held by a solicitor in Cockermouth but this proved not to be the case. The Clerk has approached CALC, Allerdale BC, Cumbria County Records Office and HSBC Bank to see if any of these organisations were holding the deeds. None were, but the Records Office did have a number of items belonging to Loweswater Parish Council such as old Minute Books.
After some discussion it was agreed that a number of former Parish Councillors should be approached to see if they had any recollections regarding either ownership of the Green or the whereabouts of the deeds. It was further agreed that the Common Land Records Department in Carlisle should be contacted to see if they could shed any light on the matter.

ACTION: KM to contact Audrey Burridge and Mr. Dixon.

ACTION: CT to contact Richard Nicholson.
ACTION: Clerk to contact the Common Land Records Dept.
61.15
Council Finance: 

The Clerk reported that the balance in the main account, with all cheques cleared, as per the bank statement 15/06/15  was £2,362.82p. The amount in the Business Money Manager Account was £2,359.16p thus giving a total balance of £4,721.98p.
There were four payments to be agreed:

D. Smith Salary Qtr 1:




£252.35p
HMRC - PAYE Qtr 1:




£53.00p

D. Smith Expenses Qtr 1:




£36.50p

Richard McCree Grounds Maintenance June:

£60.00p

The above payments were agreed by councillors.
ACTION: Clerk to send out all payments.
62.15 
Planning Matters:
There were no new planning applications to discuss.
Councillors were asked to note the following:

Notice of Listed Building Consent:

7/2015/2071: Crabtree Cottage, Loweswater - remedial work to ground floor walls.
63.15 
Report from the Police:
A report from the Police had been received in which it was stated that there had been two incidents in the parish reported to the police since the May meeting. It was further stated that neither of the incidents were of public interest.
Cllr. Annison raised his concerns that PCSO's were not attending Parish Council meetings on a regular basis as he felt that this was an important part of their community role.

64.15 
Highways Matters: 
The Clerk reported that on May 20th the main roads in the Parish had been swept by the road sweeper. He also reported that various works had been undertaken on the main road through the valley, including the long-standing issue of the blocked and hidden drain by Loweswater Hall, and the Thackthwaite Road. Most, but not all, of the verges in the area had been cut back by a council sub-contractor. 
Outstanding issues highlighted by councillors included:

1.
Blocked drain/culvert by the last house in Mockerkin on the Sosgill Road
2.
Brocken culvert by Dancing Pastures, Mockerkin
3.
Verges not yet cut back
The Clerk also reported that Allerdale BC  had requested a site meeting with regard to the missing street-light in Mockerkin. The Clerk is to arrange and attend.
ACTION: Clerk to report the above to the Highways Hotline.
ACTION: Clerk to meet with officers re: the street-light issue in Mockerkin.
65.15
The Transparency Code for Smaller Councils:
The Clerk informed the meeting that as from 2017 the annual accounts for Parish Council with an income of less than £25,000 were no longer to be externally audited by a firm of accountants and paid for by the government. To ensure continued transparency in the operation of Parish Councils and the expenditure by them of public funds, the government is telling all local councils that all the paperwork associated with council meetings and income and expenditure should be made available, for the public to view, online. Thus the public will, to all intents and purposes, become the external auditors for the council.

The Clerk has discussed this issue with the Melbreak Communities web master, Richard Easton, and he does not foresee any problems with the placement of more documents online for the council. As from this meeting the minutes, the Clerks Report and the Bank Reconciliation will all be placed on the Melbreak Communities website under the Lorton Parish Council tab. Other documents that will be placed on the site include the Register of Assets, the Standing Orders of the Council and the Financial Regulations.

66.15           Melbreak Communities Update:
There was no update available at the meeting The AGM of the Melbreak Communities is arranged for July 7th. Cllr. Annison is to attend.

67.15 
Date of next meeting:
Thursday 3rd September 2015 in Loweswater Village Hall at 8.00pm
Signed: ………………………………………………………………………………………         ……………………………....

Chairman



Date
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