Loweswater Parish Council
Minutes of the meeting held on Thursday 6th March 2014 at Loweswater Village Hall

15.14 
Present: Cllrs: Coles, Leck, Todd, Mitchell & Meadley. 
16.14 
Apologies: Cllrs. Hayton & Walker.
Cllr. Coles, the Chair for the meeting, welcomed everyone to the meeting.
17.14           Declarations of Interest: 
There were no Declarations of Interest.
18.14 
Minutes of previous meeting: 
The minutes of the meeting held on 9th January 2014 were accepted as a true and accurate record by all the councillors present.
The Chair duly signed them.
19.14    
Public Participation:

There were no members of the public in attendance and no issues were raised under the agenda item.
20.14 
Clerk's Report:
The Clerk reported that after the January meeting he had undertaken the following actions:
· 08.14: Clerk to inform Allerdale BC that alternative arrangements will be made for the maintenance of Mockerkin Village Green: Done.
· 09.14: Clerk to send out payments: Done.

· 11.14: Clerk to inform Highways Hotline of issues raised by Councillors. Done.

· 12.14: Clerk to invite Sarah Brown, the new PCSO for Loweswater, to the March meeting: Done.
       The Clerk reported that the following correspondence had been received since the last meeting: 

	Correspondence
	For information
	For action

	ABC: Council Tax Base information
	X
	

	CALC February & March Newsletters
	X
	

	CCC: Highways information pack
	X
	


      21.14 
Chairman’s Announcements: 
Cllr. Coles reported that he had spoken with Cllr Hayton but he had no issues to raise at the meeting. He also noted that Cllr. Hayton had stood down as the Allerdale Parishes Representative on the Lake District Planning Board. It was agreed to send Cllr. Hayton a card and a book from the Council.
22.14 
Mockerkin Village Green:
Further to this issue being discussed at the January meeting, Cllr. Meadley stated that she had received confirmation that the Mockerkin Village Green was an officially Registered Village Green and in the ownership of the Parish Council. All; the documents associated with the Village Green were held by a Mr. Quigley, a solicitor in Cockermouth.
In the absence of Cllr. Walker, Cllr. Mitchell informed the meeting that she was not aware that anyone in Mockerkin had come forward to offer to cut the grass as a volunteer but she would contact Cllr. Walker to see what progress had been made. 
ACTION: Cllr. Mitchell to contact Cllr. Walker to see if a suitable volunteer has been found.

ACTION: Cllr. Meadley to ask for copies of the paperwork relating to the Village Green from the solicitor in Cockermouth.
23.14      Council Finance: 
The Clerk reported that the balance as per the bank statement 15/02/14 for the main account was £1,720.91p. The amount in the Business Money Manager Account was £2,356.70p thus giving a total balance of £4,077.61p.
There were three payments to be agreed at the March meeting:

Clerk's Salary Qtr 4:


£244.28p
HMRC PAYE Qtr 4:



£61.07p

Clerk's expenses Qtr 4:


£15.00p

The above payments were agreed by councillors.
Taking all the above payments into account, the reconciled balance for the main account, as of March 6th 2014, is £1,400.56p, which together with the reserve account balance gives a total balance and a total balance of £4,077.61p
ACTION: Clerk to send out payments.
24.14 
Planning Matters:

There were no new planning applications to discuss.
25.14 
Report from the Police:
A report had been received from the local Police team apologising for the fact the PCSO Sarah Brown was not able to attend the meeting and also stating that there had been no incidents reported to the Police in the Parish during the last month.

ACTION: Clerk to invite the local PCSO to the May meeting.

26.14 
Highways Matters: 
Cllr. Coles reported back from a meeting with Karl Melville, the Cumbria Highways area manager for West Cumbria. They had been joined in a tour of the Parish by Cllr. Walker. A number of issues had been highlighted, some of which were long-standing concerns. These included blocked drains, standing water on the road and numerous pot holes. Karl had taken a number of photographs and made notes on the issues raised. he informed the councillors that work would be undertaken to deal with the issues during the coming weeks. 
Cllr. Coles stated that nothing had happened, i.e. no work had been undertaken on the issues raised until today. He had spoken to the people undertaking the work and they had stated that they would be returning tomorrow.
Cllr. Coles felt that a follow up letter should be sent to Karl Melville thanking him for the work undertaken, reminding him of the work still to do and providing him with the name of the owners of Thrushbank as he has said he would write to them to ask them to do something about the water draining off their land and onto the highway.

Councillors also highlighted the following issues:
· Three pot holes in the road to the Church just after the turn off the main road by the telephone box.
· Pot holes in the road by Nether Close.

· Pot holes by High Park Bridge on the U2212
· Numerous pot holes on the Snarey Road, U2211, making it difficult to drive along.
ACTION: Clerk and councillors to contact Highways Hotline, 0845 609 6609, and inform Cumbria Highways of the above issues.
ACTION: Cllr. Coles to write to Karl Melville.
27.14 
New Model Standing Orders: 
The Clerk took councillors through the various sections of the NALC New Model Standing Orders agreeing insertions as required, after which all councillors present agreed to adopt the New Model Standing Orders.
28.14           Melbreak Communities Update:

MC have been awarded £500 from Age UK to undertake work with elderly people living in the area.

A guided walk has been arranged on Friday 28th March to further explain the work to be undertaken by the West Cumbria Rivers Trust on Whitbeck.

During 2013 £550 was raised by the Coffee & Cake events.
29.14  
Date of next meeting:
Thursday 1st May 2014 in Loweswater Village Hall at 8.00pm (AGM & May meeting)
Signed: ………………………………………………………………………………………         ……………………………....
Chairman
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