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Lorton Parish Council Meetings - A Guide 

Outline 
Parish councils are the most local level of government in England, and Lorton Parish Council 
(LPC) meets every two months to make decisions affecting our community. 

Meeting Logistics: 
● Meetings are held every two months 
● Yew Tree Hall, High Lorton, normally first Wednesday of the month, 19:30  
● Meetings typically last 2 hours. 
● No need to book - just turn up 

The chair and councillors will welcome you at the start of the meeting and explain how the meeting 
works. While LPC follows formal procedures (required by law), the atmosphere is respectful and 
community-focused. 

What We Can and Cannot Do 

Parish Council Matters (we can help with): 
● Planning: Comments on planning applications (consulted by Lake District National Park 

Authority). 
● Parish council-owned assets: E.g., parish playing field, The Pound, bus shelter, notice 

boards, benches. 
● Environmental: E.g., litter picking, litter bins, tree planting, wildflower verges. 
● Transport facilities: Bus shelters, footpath lighting, traffic calming contributions. 
● Community grants and events: Organising or supporting local festivals, meetings, and 

activities (e.g., heritage and wildlife notice boards, footpath audit, installation of new 
gates). 

● Local advocacy and support: Representing parish views to other authorities and 
supporting community group initiatives. 

● Community safety: Street lighting, CCTV, crime reduction initiatives (e.g., community 
watch, police liaison). 

● Allotments: Providing and maintaining allotments if there's local demand. 
● Parish precept: Setting the local parish tax. 
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Not Parish Council Matters (we cannot help with): 
● County or district council services 
● Schools, social services, housing benefits 
● Personal disputes between residents 
● Planning decisions: Planning applications in the Lake District are decided by the Lake 

District National Park Authority, not LPC. We are consulted as statutory consultees and 
our comments are considered, but we cannot approve or reject planning applications. 

● Maintenance of infrastructure i.e. roads, footpaths, walls. This is the responsibility of 
Cumberland Council Highways team or the Landowner. 

How Meetings Work 

Typical Structure: 

1. Welcome, introductions, apologies 
2. Administrative items (approving minutes, finances) 
3. Declarations of interest 
4. Public Participation Time (your opportunity to speak) 
5. Planning applications  
6. Council business and decision-making, finances 
7. Clerk’s report 
8. Councillors’ reports 
9. Correspondence 
10. Payments 
11. Date of next meeting 

Public participation 

Early in each meeting, we dedicate up to 15 minutes for residents to speak. Each person has 3 
minutes maximum. 

What You Can Do During Public Participation 
● Raise concerns about local issues affecting the parish 
● Ask questions about council decisions or spending 
● Request the council to consider action on specific matters 
● Provide information relevant to agenda items 
● Express views on planning applications 
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How to Prepare: 
● Think about your main points in advance (you have about 3 minutes) 
● Bring any relevant documents or photos 
● Focus on one issue rather than multiple topics 
● Consider what specific action you'd like the council to consider 

What Happens When You Speak 

During Your 3 Minutes: 
● Councillors will listen respectfully 
● They may ask clarifying questions 
● They won't debate your points or give immediate answers 

After Public Participation Ends: 
● The meeting moves to formal council business 
● You're welcome to stay and listen, but cannot participate in discussions 
● Don't expect immediate decisions on issues you've raised 

What Happens Next: 
● Your concern may be added to a future agenda 
● The clerk may be asked to investigate or gather information 
● You may be contacted with follow-up information 
● The council may decide to take action at a future meeting 

Realistic Expectations 

What Public Participation Can Achieve: 
● Get your issue officially recorded in meeting minutes 
● Ensure councillors are aware of community concerns 
● Start the process for potential future action 
● Influence council priorities and decision-making 

What It Cannot Do: 
● Force immediate decisions or spending 
● Resolve complex issues in one meeting 
● Guarantee the council will take the action you want 
● Handle personal disputes or complaints about councillors 

Think of it as starting a conversation rather than expecting an immediate solution. 
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Meeting Etiquette 

What's Expected of You: 
● Give your name and address when speaking 
● Be respectful and concise 
● Stick to parish council matters 
● Listen quietly during council business 
● Turn off mobile phones 

What You Can Expect from Us: 
● A warm welcome, especially for first-time attendees 
● Clear explanation of procedures 
● Respectful listening to your concerns 
● Fair treatment for all speakers 
● Appropriate follow-up on legitimate issues 

Getting Items on Future Agendas 
If you'd like LPC to formally discuss an issue: 

● Items must relate to parish council responsibilities 
● Parishioner’s should either contact a councillor, or should write to the Clerk  

 

 


